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I‟m sure you‟re familiar with the song Keep 
Your Sunny Side Up and the classic lyric, “If 
you have nine sons in a row, baseball teams 
make money you know.” Well, Leonard and 
Rosalie lived that lyric and were blessed 
with TEN CHILDREN - Eight boys and two 
girls. 

Researched and Written by Grady Kerr 
Barbershop Harmony Society Historian 

 
It‟s been estimated that over 1500 quartets 
and more than 4000 men have competed in 
the International Quartet Contest sponsored 
by the Barbershop Harmony Society. About 
95% of them were losers (aka didn‟t win the 
gold medals). Sadly, most have been 
completely forgotten. 
 
Many of those “LOST QUARTETS” actually 
made valuable contributions to our Society 
and fans of close harmony, and inspired many 
to join us. ALL had very unique journeys. 
 
One such forgotten foursome was a very 
popular family quartet. They made exactly 
475 appearances and performed for over a 
hundred barbershop chapter shows. They also 
appeared on the International contest stage 
three times as semi-finalists. They were very 
popular and well-known during their day.  
 
Have you ever heard of The Chamberlin 
Brothers? 

Brothers Quartet from the „50s Not Forgotten 

Lots of music at home - Dad at the piano. Sons learn 
their parts to a new song - circa 1948 (L/R) Joe 

8 (T), Bill 10 (Br), Frank 12 (L), and Jack 22 (Bs) 

Mom & Dad;  
Leonard and Rosalie Chamberlin 

Proud parents of TEN talented kids. 

Almost All in the Family 1945 
(L/R) Dorothy, Mother Rosalie, Father Leonard, Joe 
Back row standing; Bill, Jack, Robert, Frank, Paul  

(missing from the photo are Charles, Kenny, and Mary) 
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Their very first quartet appearance was in 
1933 when Bob, Kenny, Chuck, and Leonard 
were invited for a state convention at the 
Eagles Lodge. Those in charge hadn‟t heard 
them so they were very skeptical of these 
“kids.” Well, the boys came out and quickly 
won over the crowd. They got so many 
encores they had to scramble to pick 
additional songs to sing. This became the 
new normal for the Chamberlin Brothers. 
 
The special genetic blend of voices made for 
a very distinctive sound, just as with other 
sibling quartets. Everyone easily identified 
the combo as special. The full-voice kid 
tenor and “cute factor” only added to their 
popularity. 

If you wanna keep score, here‟s the Order of 
Appearance of the talented Chamberlin clan: 

  

Chuck (bari) 1920 
   Bob (bass) 1922 
      Kenneth (tenor) 1924 
         Jack (lead) 1926 
            Mary 1927 
               Paul (Lead) 1929 
                  Dorothy 1930 
                     Frank (bass) 1932 
                        Bill (bari) 1933 
                           Joseph (tenor) 1935 
 
The Chamberlin home was a good Catholic 
home and was always crowded. Bedlam 
reigned supreme - one continuous racket 
with crying babies, piano lessons, violin 
exercises, singing (either organized or 
impromptu), arguments, and scrapes. They 
all lived in a five-room house where there 
was no privacy. Everything that happened 
was within earshot of everyone. 
  

It was a musical household and there was 
always friendly peer pressure. If your big 
brothers sang, you HAD to sing too, right? 
So, everybody in the family was a singer and 
some played an instrument. It seemed they 
were always singing … in car trips; around 
the campfire; at weddings, reunions and 
funerals. All were good singers, too. 

The boys and Dad look over a new song (1950).  
(L/R) Jack (L), Joe (T), Dad, Frank (Bs), Bill (Br) 

In 1949 the boys are all dressed up for the Fort 
Wayne chapter‟s annual barbershop show.  

(L/R) Jack (23), Joe (14), Bill (16), Frank (17) 

 

Three brothers performing with Dad  
at the piano and singing Bass.  

(L/R) Frank (12 L), Joe (8 T), Bill (10 Br) in 1948 
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Not to be outdone, a “woodshedding” 
quartet, the senior of the two quartets, 
formed with Kenny (T), Paul (L), Chuck (Br) 
and Bob (Bs). When Chuck got married his 
wife asked him to not continue due to the 
time-consuming quartet schedule, so Jack 
replaced him. When Jack got married, Chuck 
was welcomed back with his wife‟s blessing. 
 
Joe, who sang tenor in the Chamberlin 
Brothers from the beginning, laughingly tells 
us the “other” group “weren‟t quite as good 
as we were.” The brothers had an inside-joke 
nickname for the other group. They privately 
referred to them as The Smiling Smellers. 
 
In 1941 everything changed. Four of the 
brothers went to war. Bob joined the Navy in 
‟42 and served as an Ensign, Chuck went to 
the Army infantry in ‟42, Kenny went into 
the Navy in ‟43 and served as an Ensign, 
Jack joined the Army Air Forces in ‟44 and 
served as a Staff Sergeant.  
 
The boys who were left behind begged their 
dad to let them form a quartet. With some 
doubts that they would be good enough, he 
let them try and, to his amazement, they were 
very good. They worked up some songs and 
continued where the older boys left off doing 
gigs all over town. 
 

Their Dad worked at South Bend‟s 
Studebaker auto plant for 42 years. Son 
Kenny was an industrial engineer and 
worked at Mishawaka‟s Ball-Band 
(UniRoyal) plant for 35 years, and son Joe 
worked there as a foreman for 10 years. 
Many family members were in some way 
directly connected to these major area 
employers. 
 
Even before knowing about the local 
barbershop chapter, Joe, Jack, Bill and Frank 
learned to sing and harmonize together at 
home with Dad. They always sang 
barbershop but NEVER used arrangements. 
They learned their quartet songs by rote and 
“arranged by ear,” which was standard back 
then.  
 
Their quartet repertoire included songs 
popular among many quartets and choruses 
in that era: Wait „til the Sun Shines, Nellie; Last 
Night Was the End of the World; Tie Me to Your 
Apron Strings Again; Where the Morning Glories 
Twine Around the Door; Cruisin' in My Model T; 
Sweet Adeline; Shine; and The Lost Chord. 
 
The Chamberlin Brothers were the primary 
and younger group of two family quartets. 
Dad would sing bass as needed as the boys 
moved in and out of the quartets and as their 
voices changed. 
 
The boys had an original show opener. It was 
written by Dad and went like this:  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It was adorable. 

We are the Chamberlins 
Greeting you with song. 
We are of one fam-i-ly 

As you can see. 
[Here they would each step out and speak 

… “I‟m Joe”, “I‟m Bill”, I‟m Frank” 
[ALL] “That‟s Dad” 

We‟ll Sing Some Songs For You 
In Good Old Harmony 

We hope you like them best 
in Barbershop Quartet 

1949-50 Indiana / Kentucky Quartet Champs 
Joe (T 14), Jack (L 23), Bill (Br 23), Frank (Bs 18) 

In competition they sang: Silver Threads Among the 
Gold, I Love You Best of All, Peg „O My Heart,  

I‟d Love to Live in Loveland. 
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the year before. There were a FEW other 
quartet men in competing groups that were 
NOT thrilled with having to compete against 
these “kids.” They had seen the crowd 
reaction to the youth and it often upstaged 
the older and “more experienced” singers in 
the contest. 
 
The boys WON and became the youngest 
quartet (ages 14, 23, 16, and 18) to be 
District Quartet Champions. 
  
At the afterglow that night, while the boys, 
their Mom and Dad were standing in line for 
food when a guy, who sang in one of the 
losing quartets and hadn‟t noticed them 
standing within earshot began complaining 
about the results. He was overheard to say,  
  
“Well, at least we won‟t have to put up with 

those Chamberlins again.”  
  
To which their Mom turned around and to his 
surprised face told him,  
  

“That‟s what you think; we‟ve got four  
more at home!”  

  
They qualified for the 1950 International in 
Omaha, Nebraska. The boys were one of the 
youngest quartets to ever compete on the 
International stage; Joe (tenor 15), Jack (lead 
23), Bill (bari 17), Frank (bass 19). They 
became Semi-Finalists, placing 15th out of 
the 40 quartets in the contest. 
 
Of course, there were OTHER “brother” 
quartets in the Society throughout the years 
such as Schmitt Bros, Evans Quartet, The 
Babbling Brooks, My Three Sons of (part 
of The Ditchfield Family Singers), 
Harrington Brothers, Harris Triplets, 
Kidder and Sons, Knudsen Brothers, 
Three Lads and a Dad, Rice Brothers 
Quartet, Momma‟s Boys, etc., but the 
Chamberlin Brothers were different, as 
you‟ll see. 

But during the War Years there wasn‟t as 
much singing going on at home. Inside the 
family (and the community) there was a lot 
of anxiety for their service men overseas. 
This took the joy out of music for a while. 
When they all returned, the quartet reformed 
and happily continued. 
 
The Chamberlin military men all served their 
country with pride and quiet dignity, and all 
came home safe. 
 
Dad heard of the barbershop chapter and first 
checked it out in June of 1948. The Welcome 
Chapter of Mishawaka, Indiana was, by all 
counts, a Mega-Chapter. It was the largest 
chapter in the Society, peaking at a massive 
328 members. It was not so much a chorus as 
a “quartet and gang-singing” group of men 
with about 90 men showing up for weekly 
meetings. They insisted Dad bring his kids to 
sing for them. They were ecstatic to hear the 
boys. 
 
Soon the kids joined and were exposed to 
REAL Barbershop, The Old Songs, and the 
“barbershop way of life.” Dad served as the 
chapter President in 1950.  They would 
receive a good deal of help and guidance 
from the chapter with coaching, 
opportunities to perform, support, and 
encouragement. 
 
In „67 the chapter merged with South Bend 
and other nearby chapters to become what‟s 
now known as The South Bend-Mishawaka 
Chapter, proud home of The Valleyaires 
Chorus. 
 
It was the early „50s, the time of The 
Buffalo Bills before Music Man. The 
Society was still young, growing, and having 
fun. 
 
On April 30, 1949 The Chamberlin Brothers 
entered the IN/KY District (later named The 
Cardinal District) contest having placed 4th  
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luncheons; garden clubs; Eagles, Lions, Elks, 
Rotarians, Odd Fellows, Shriners, American 
Legion, VFW, PTA, and YMCA groups; Boy 
Scouts; churches; orders of nuns; 
conventions; banquets; parties; talent shows; 
picnics; hospitals; on television and radio 
shows; and even at gas station openings. 

One of their many notable BIG shows was 
the Parade of Quartets in Chicago on 
October 14, 1950. They got to perform on 
the main stage of the historic 3500 seat 
Chicago Civic Opera House for a near sell 
out house. This show included other top 
quartet such as The Buffalo Bills (who loved 
the brothers and were very supportive). It 
was a great show. 
   

Every show quartet has a collection of travel 
stories. Joe recalls The Chamberlin Brothers 
driving to a show in Kentucky, and Kenny 
believed he knew a short cut so they went the 
“back way.” It wasn‟t long before they were 
lost and, to add to the adventure, got the car 
stuck in the mud. They had to wait and get a 
tow and ALMOST missed the show. 
  

On January 23, 1955 the Chamberlin 
Brothers appeared on the Parade of 
Champions show staged during the Society‟s 
Louisville, Kentucky Mid-Winter 
Convention. 

Later, a third Chamberlin quartet formed 
with Doctors of Harmony bass and 
coach Lee Kidder joining three of the 
brothers, creating The Clef Chefs (Kenny 
Chamberlin (Tenor), Joe Chamberlin 
(Lead), Charles Chamberlin (Bari), Lee 
Kidder (Bass). 

Outstanding Performers 

The brothers appeared on 475 barbershop 
chapter shows. They would drive or take the 
train to these shows. Making their total even 
more impressive, they NEVER flew on an 
airplane. 
 
There were lots of miles traveled in the early 
years, singing 200 jobs and travelling nearly 
1000 miles in their first year alone. That first 
year they placed 4th in their first District 
contest. The next year they performed 230 
shows and racked up 16,500 miles while also 
winning the District championship.  
 
The Chamberlin Brothers didn‟t really use 
any special “shtick” or comedy gimmicks. 
They DID use several typical “quartet jokes” 
and punchlines. They were always well 
received and professional on stage. 
  
Throughout their career the Chamberlin 
quartets sang for almost every possible 
audience – barbershop chapters; parades of 
quartets; women‟s clubs; business men‟s  

The Doctors of Harmony 
 (L to R) Max “Junior” Cripe (L), Butch 
Hummel (Br), Lee Kidder (Bs), Jumbo Smith (T) 

First Cardinal District Quartet Champs 1945 
International Quartet Champs 1947 

The Clef Chefs bust another one for the  
1950 Lacrosse, Indiana chapter show.  

(L/R) Kenny (T), Joe (L) Chuck (Br), Lee Kidder (Bs) 
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“Joining the union would have been 
designated us as „professionals.‟ We wouldn‟t 
have been allowed to retain our Society 
memberships or sing on future barbershop 
shows.” 
 
They DID appear on several local shows.  
Each summer (1953, ‟54, and ‟55) the Clef 
Chefs appeared on WSJV-TV in Elkhart and 
did a half hour show of their quartet music. 
They also appeared local radio including a 
special appearance on WTRC for a Fund 
Raiser/Benefit for Polio patients and 
research. 
 
Never To Be Heard Again 
Although they tried, none of the family 
quartets ever managed to make a recording 
or an LP like some of the top groups did in  
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They shared the stage with The Buffalo 
Bills, The Orphans, Mid-States Four, and 
the Louisville Chorus. Having seen them on 
the road, the boys and many other top 
quartets were all good friends. Unfortunately 
for many of the champions they shared the 
stage with, the audience would often have a 
greater response to the brothers. Yes, they 
had the ability to often steal the show from 
the “headliners.” 
 
The Chamberlin Brothers Quartet was 
active from 1948 to 1951. The Clef Chefs 
(Joe, Kenny, Charles, and Lee Kidder) sang 
into 1955. 
 
The family was very active in their 
community and spent their Christmas Day 
singing for the patients at Mishawaka‟s Saint 
Joseph Regional Medical Center (where 
they were all born, too). This was a very 
important family tradition that all 
appreciated and felt strongly about - enough 
to give up their own Christmas morning 
around the tree opening presents like other 
families. 
 
On The Air 
One claim to fame was their LIVE on-air 
appearance in 1950 on Chicago‟s WGN 
Radio. The show was the brain-child of 
Chicago Mayor Martin Kennelly and was 
titled “The Songs We Sang.” The brothers 
were quite a hit. The host of the show, Hal 
Totten, was also impressed. They later heard 
their live appearance and still have a copy of 
it on a wire recording to give you an idea of 
the technology of the time. 
 
The Chamberlin Brothers auditioned to 
appear on the nationally broadcast Ted 
Mack Amateur Hour as well as the popular 
The Arthur Godfrey Show. They passed the 
auditions but didn‟t accept their invitations to 
appear on the shows. They were told it meant 
they would have to join the actor‟s union 
(SAG-AFTRA).  In addition to the high cost 
of membership for all four, Joe tells us,  

The younger boys make the  
December 1948 Harmonizer.  

Bill 14 (Br), Joe 13 (T), Frank 16 (Bs), Chuck 28 (L) 
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 those days. Since they never reached the Top 
Ten in International Quartet Contests there is 
no Society recording available. Those of us 
who never got to hear them live will just 
have to imagine what they sounded like. 
 
The boys were always well-behaved. They 
conducted themselves well and were always 
respectful and polite as outstanding role 
models. Because of their young ages they 
knew they were stimulating and influencing 
a younger generation of singers. They took 
great pride in this responsibility. 
 
They sang for free most of the time. Their 
father saved up any money they earned 
singing and, years later, divided it up among 
the boys. 

The Clef Chefs looking to tune-a-fish for the annual 
Mishawaka/Elkhart spring show in 1954. (L/R) Lee 

Kidder (Bs), Chuck (Br), Kenny (T), Joe (L) 

Chef Clefs win SECOND place In-KY District.  
(L/R) Kenneth, Joe, Charles, and Lee Kidder 

Boot Makers Quartet 
First place winners in a 1964 talent show sponsored 

by Mishawaka‟s Ball-Band Plant. (L/R) Kenny 
Chamberlin, Joe Chamberlin, Paul Abernathy, Fred 

Taggert, and Ted Meyer on piano. 

Next Issue 

The Playtonics 
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Now …back home again in Indiana, Joe is 
not active in the old chapter but returns to 
visit when possible. He still enjoys singing 
every chance he gets and for 17 straight 
years he sang solos for weddings and 
funerals. He‟s available by special request. 
 

Paul Chamberlin (age 87)  
is the only one who has moved away. He and 
Barbara (his wife of 66 years) live in 
Brunswick, Ohio and have six kids, 20 
grandkids, and 22 great-grandkids with one 
on the way. He doesn‟t sing as much 
anymore except for church. 
 

Mary Velleman (88) 
still lives in Mishawaka. She and her 
husband Joe were married 52 years until he 
passed away in 2002. They have six children 
(three of each), 14 grandchildren, and 16 
great-grandchildren. 
 
Her youngest daughter Linda Knapp and 
son-in-law Andy have been providing the 
music for weekly Mass for more than 30 
years. It‟s broadcast live on WNDU-TV 
(South Bend, Indiana), from the University 
of Saint Francis' Trinity Hall Chapel in Fort 
Wayne. They were recently featured in a 
local edition of Senior Life Magazine.  
 

Mary doesn‟t perform much anymore but 
does sing in church. 
 

Dorothy “Rosalie” Dosmann (85) 
Still lives in Mishawaka. She and Charles 
were married nearly 50 years. They have 
NINE children (three daughters and six 
sons), 23 grandchildren, and 37 great-
grandchildren. Sadly, Charles died in April of 
1996. 
 
Dot (as she was known in the „50s) has fond 
memories of Sunday nights in the 
Chamberlin household where everyone 

Two of the Chamberlin Brothers are still 
with us and still singing today. 
 

Joe Chamberlin (81) 
He and Betty (his wife of 58 years) still live 
in Mishawaka, Indiana. They have one son 
(Joe Jr.) and four daughters (Geneva,  
Angela, Regina, Melanie). They also have a 
new generation of potential quartet singers 
with 36 grandchildren. 
 
For the past 19 years, Joe and Betty have 
spent six months a year escaping the Indiana 
cold and visit family in Bradenton, Florida. 
He is a member of the Sarasota Chorus of 
the Keys under the direction of Drew 
Kirkman. In 2004 Joe became a district 
chorus champion singing lead when they 
won the Sunshine District Chorus 
Championship under the direction of 
Stephen Ditchfield, who remembers Joe as a 
positively delightful man, a good singer and 
a model chorus member - one a director 
would love to have in the chorus. 

Where Are They Now? 

Joe and Betty recently attended the 2016  
Valleyaires Annual Show directed by Kerry Foley 

and were warmly received. Joe was recognized 
from the stage and even invited to join the chorus 
on stage for the finale … it was just like old times. 

 

Photo by Ann McAlexander 
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these original ten brothers and sisters. Many 
sing, but not necessarily Barbershop. Many 
are active in music in some way. 
 
Antón Chamberlin (grandson of Kenneth) 
formed a high school barbershop quartet and 
plans to continue now that he‟s enrolled at 
Loyola University in New Orleans. 
 
The Chamberlin Family gave a great deal 
back to their community and to the early 
history of the Barbershop Harmony Society. 
Leonard Chamberlin once wrote: 
  

“Our kids sang together, played 
together, and served together. They 

played outside, read books, and formed 
gangs for good purpose. They didn‟t 

have electronics to take creativity 
away. Like previous generations they 

believed in hard work. They believed in 
their dreams and followed them.” 

 
They certainly made their parents very 
proud. 
  

Long Live The Chamberlin Brothers 

gathered around her playing the piano and 
sang or played their own instruments (aka 
The Chamberlin Orchestra). Sunday nights 
were always taken so she could never “go 
out.” 
   

She doesn‟t sing or play much anymore but 
does sing in church. 
   

Patriarch Leonard Chamberlin died in 
February, 1970 at the age of 73. Mother 
Rosalie Chamberlin died a year later, in 
January, 1971. She was 75. Lee Kidder died 
in December, 1984 at 66.  
 
Six of the brothers have since passed away: 
Jack Chamberlin August, 1989 (63) 
Charles Chamberlin April, 1996 (76) 
Bill Chamberlin October, 1996 (70) 
Bob Chamberlin July, 2009 (87) 
Kenny Chamberlin January, 2014 (90) 
Frank Chamberlin December, 2014 (82) 

 
The Chamberlin Family Heritage 
Of course, we‟re not going to attempt to 
determine the actual grand total of children, 
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren from 
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1952 
IN/KY District Contest  
2nd Place 
Clef Chefs 
Kenny Chamberlin (Tenor), Joe Chamberlin (Lead), 
Charles Chamberlin (Bari), Lee Kidder (Bass) 

 
1953 
International Quartet Contest – Detroit, Michigan 
18th Place – Semi-Finalists 
Clef Chefs 
Kenny Chamberlin (Tenor), Joe Chamberlin (Lead), 
Charles Chamberlin (Bari), Lee Kidder (Bass) 

 
1954 
International Quartet Contest – Washington, DC 
25th Place 
Clef Chefs 
Kenny Chamberlin (Tenor), Joe Chamberlin (Lead), 
Charles Chamberlin (Bari), Lee Kidder (Bass) 

 

1948 
IN/KY District Contest  
4th Place 
Chamberlin Brothers  
Joe Chamberlin -Tenor (13), Jack Chamberlin - Lead (22), Bill 
Chamberlin – Bari (15), Frank Chamberlin – bass (17) 

 
1949 
IN/KY District Contest  
FIRST PLACE 
Chamberlin Brothers  
Joe Chamberlin -Tenor (14), Jack Chamberlin - Lead (23), Bill 
Chamberlin – Bari (16), Frank Chamberlin bass (18). 

IN/KY District Champs 

 
1950 
International Quartet Contest – Omaha, Nebraska  
15th Place – Semi-Finalists 
Chamberlin Brothers  
Joe Chamberlin (tenor), Jack Chamberlin (lead), Bill 
Chamberlin (Bari), Frank Chamberlin (Bass) 

 
 

Two brothers with traditional bowlers and ties  
perform for a 1954 Talent Show at Ball Band.  
The aprons read, “Score for your Ball-Band  

United Fund Drive”.  
(L/R) Kenny (T), Joe (L), Fred Taggart (Br), and 

Paul Abernathy (Bs) 

Chamberlin Brothers Contest History 

Chamberlin Brothers - District Champions  
as seen in the 1950 Harmonizer. 

(L/R) Joe (T), Jack (L), Bill (Br) and Frank (Bs)  

Got a Suggestion for our NEXT Lost Quartet Retro-spective? 
Email GradyK@GradyWilliamKerr.com 

mailto:GradyK@GradyWilliamKerr.com
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His name is DON JANUARY and he would 
go on to win the 1967 PGA Championship 
(one of golf‟s four major tournaments). He 
also would win the very first Senior Players 
Championship (1979) and was one of the 
six founding members of the Senior Tour. 

   
Don walked the links with other legends 
such as Arnold Palmer, Jack Nickolas, 
Sam Snead, Chi Chi Rodriguez among 
many others. 

  
He still lives in Dallas today and is in 
relatively good health for his age (86). He 
STILL manages to get out and swings the 
clubs several times a year.  

  
He enjoys supporting a very special 
tournament for his alma mater, North Texas 
State University. The University of North 
Texas Don January Golf Classic benefits 
the North Texas Athletics Scholarship Fund 
and the 26th annual will be held Monday, 
August 10th at the Trophy Club Country 
Club. The annual event, which is normally 
held in April, was rescheduled due to rain. In 
past years Don hosted a clinic during the 
tournament. 

  
Back in the day, Don called Breckenridge 
Country Club (west of Fort Worth) his 
home base. He later co-owned Plano 
Municipal golf course and was a member of 
the Northwood CC in North Dallas. 

  
In 1961 Don got his FIRST hole-in-one 
during the 148 yard, 15th hole at the Indian 
Wells Country Club during the Palm 
Springs, California PGA Championship. For 
this one rare feat Don received the 
tournament‟s prize of $50,000 (worth about 
$400K today). 

While watching an old B&W TV game show 
I recently rediscovered a barbershop 
celebrity connection I had forgotten. 

I was watching a 1961 episode of the classic 
To Tell The Truth. The show brings on 
THREE people who all claim to be one 
special person and it‟s up to the panel to ask 
questions to determine who‟s the REAL 
“celebrity”. The target of this show was a pro
-golfer from Dallas, Texas who would go on 
to earn 44 professional wins and is STILL 
ranked as number SIX all time for his 22 
wins on the Championship Tour. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Golf Legend has Barbershop Connection 

The Way Back Machine BONUS 
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One example of Don‟s refusal to compromise 
was during the 1963 Phoenix Open when his 
putt roll up to the lip of the hole and stopped. 
January claimed that the ball was still 
moving, and waited for SEVEN minutes for 
the ball to drop (it never did). This move 
forced a change to the sacred Rules of Golf. 
Rule 16-2 was revised in 1964 to state that 
players had to tap the ball in within ten 
seconds or be penalized. 
 
I invite you to watch the show and see Don 
in his prime. One thing is clear. These two 
Januarys are both “Aces”. 

They did a good job of misleading the panel 
but Don‟s Texas twang may have given him 
away a bit. 
 
After the panel quizzed the three “Don 
Januarys” two of them picked Don from the 
imposters. He was reveled after the host 
asked the show‟s trademark question, “Will 
the REAL Don January . . . Please Stand 
Up”. 
 
The To Tell the Truth panel for that show 
was Kitty Carlisle, Peggy Cass, Tom 
Poston and Ralph Bellamy with host Bud 
Collyer. It originally aired March 6, 1961.  
 
The 1961 Tell the Truth episode is available 
here via YouTube and Don‟s segment of that 
full broadcast starts at 16m and 30 sec.  

SEE THE SHOW - CLICK HERE 
 
Barbershoppers might recognize the last 
name as Don is the uncle of another 
champion, Jason January, Bari of Acoustix 
(1990 International gold medalist) and Dallas 
attorney.  
 
Jason tells us,  
“My uncle Don has always been a source of 
pride and inspiration for me. He has always 
put his family first. He also has spoken his 

mind and accomplished great things  
without compromise.” 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1MDpFyhm_lk


The Preservation Project                                 Lost Quartet Series                                                       June 2016 

 

Jimmy recently created BHSart, drawings/
logos for EVERY gold medal quartet champ 
of the Barbershop Harmony Society. 
 
His “book” of this complete collection is 
available for sale HERE  
 

He writes: 
 

In 1938, a man by the name of O.C. Cash started an 
organization called the Society for the Preservation and 
Encouragement of Barbershop Quartet Singing in America. 
(S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A) In 1939, the very first international 
convention and contest was held, crowning the very first 
international barbershop quartet champions, the Bartlesville 
Barflies. 

A little over 75 years later, a second generation barbershopper 
(ME!) took on a project of drawing thematic illustrations that 
represented every single international quartet champion in 
Society history, honoring the legacy of O.C. Cash and what he 
created. 

This book is an illustrated retrospective based on what I felt 
best represented these marvelous quartets, giving you an 
insight into a unique piece of American history. 

Available in both print and kindle! Books will be sold In July 
at the BHS International Convention as well as Amazon! 

The members of Nightlife were thrilled and 
honored to have their quartet included in 
Jimmy‟s book.  

Jimmy Quentin Trapp 

Illustrator and Cartoonist Extraordinaire! 
Based in Fort Collins, Colorado. 

Available for freelancing and commissions! 
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He has agreed to help us with illustrations 
for PRESERVATION and to help us brand 
this new Preservation Project Series. 

https://www.amazon.com/BHSart-Illustrative-Retrospective-International-Barbershop/dp/0997353554/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1466026190&sr=8-1&keywords=BHSart

